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The utility of ipecacuanha in uterine haemorrhage has been
proved by Dr. Osburn of Dublin, but I am not aware that he has
recommended it in extreme cases of exhaustion or sinking.

BRONCHITIS.

I have found an emetic dose of ipecacuanha a very valuable
remedy at that stage of bronchitis where a sudden, low, or
sinking state has come on with oppression at the chest, and
the expectoration difficult, endangering suffocation. Vomiting
with ipecacuanha has not only soon relieved these symptoms,
but has roused the whole system, and has produced such a
decided change, as to render the patient convalescent in a few
days. I have never seen the same good effects in such circum-
stances produced by any other remedy. The two following
cases are of that description :-

" Mr. D-, aged sixty, an innkeeper, of a gross habit,
but not considered intemperate, had been much reduced in
consequence of a neglected erysipelatous inflammation of the leg
and thigh ; this had in some measure subsided, but he had at the
same time bronchitis, attended with a troublesome cough, diffi-
cult respiration and expectoration. A sudden state of sinking
came on, with increased dyspnoea, and a feeble quick pulse. I

gave half a drachm of ipecacuanha in a little water; he vomited
at different times for two hours ; the lowness and dangerous
symptoms were much relieved ; he had no relapse of the low or
sinking state, and he gradually recovered under a common mild
treatment."
"Mrs. C-, aged seventy-eight, had an attack of the pre-

vailing influenza; saline aperients, with diaphoretic and expecto-
rant medicines had been given for about five days, when a low,
sinking state came on, with difficulty of breathing. I was in-
clined to give an emetic of ipecacuanha as the most probable
remedy to afford relief. I named it to her daughter, fearing the
old lady would object to it. I was glad to find my patient would
take it; and I may here mention the favourable idea patients
sometimes have of an emetic, imagining that vomiting enables
them to throw up the phlegm. I gave her half a drachm dose
of ipecacuanha, which had the desired effect of completely reliev-
ing her. I was only required to visit my patient for five more
days, she being then quite convalescent."
The following observations in Dr. Johnson’s Review, of

April, 1844, is corroborated by the above case, and, I have no
doubt, will hold good in a variety of diseases, both in the com-
mencement, and in the sinking stage of disease:-" The use of
emetics (I would say ipecacuanha, from the great safety of its
operation) is far too much neglected in the present day, and
most practitioners are unnecessarily timid about using them to
old patients ; a single emetic will often effect more good in the
course of a day or two, than other remedies in a week or two."

CASE OF SUSPENDED ANIMATION.

I was called, about ten P. 3r., to visit Miss S-, aged eighteen.
The messenger, her sister, informed me that she was afraid she
was dying. I saw her in about ten minutes: my first impression
was, that she had taken poison, until assured of the contrary by
her mother. She appeared in a state of asphyxia. Her extremi-
ties were cold, face livid and swollen, or the appearance of being
puffed up; no pulsation at all perceptible in either wrist ; her
mouth was open, and her lower jaw fallen ; indeed, she appeared
to be dead. I ordered her feet and legs to be fomented directly
with hot water by means of flannel, and a hot oven-shelf, in-
- closed in flannel, to be placed under the legs. I poured down
her throat half a drachm of ipecacuanha in water,-for she was
incapable of swallowing,-then I rubbed very freely the whole
length of the spine with the acetum cantharides. The emetic
not operating in a few minutes, I gave another half drachm of
ipecacuanha, and, shortly after, there was a convulsive motion of
the diaphragm, followed by vomiting-she ejected some very
thick, slimy mucus. On still rubbing the blistering vinegar
along the spine, she gave signs of uneasiness in her countenance,
and expressed her pain by saying 0 I" I remained with her
until after midnight. Before I left her, she had become generally
warm throughout her body, and could speak in a very low voice,
but there was no pulsation in either wrist. I prescribed a mix-
ture with aromatic confection and camphor mixture, to be given
every hour, and a little gruel, or other light nourishment, occa-
sionally. I left particular directions to send for me if she had
any unfavourable change. The following morning she was
quite recovered, but very feeble ; she had no recollection of her
illness, and could give no account of the cause. She had been
sewing during the evening, sitting with her back to the fire, had
only taken a potato for supper, and on going out of doors into the
yard, she became suddenly chill and faint, complained of pain
between her shoulders, and felt very ill indeed. She then went
to bed and became sick, and vomited a little watery fluid, and

said she was going to die. A sudden swelling of the face came
on, succeeded by a convulsive motion and stretching of the
whole body; then followed the state in which I found her. No
further medical treatment was required but an occasional aperient;
the swelling of the face was several days in subsiding.

SINKING DURING THE PUERPERAL STATE.

Mrs. B aged twenty-three years, very delicate, and pale
complexion, I attended in her first labour on the 12th of
March ult., which was very protracted and severe, and being
attacked with puerperal convulsions, I had to take about twenty
ounces of blood from the arm, and found it necessary to per-
form embryotomy. She was exceedingly low afterwards, but
gradually recovered for about eight or nine days, requiring no
other medical treatment than mild aperients and injections.
About the ninth day she complained of severe pains in the
course of the colon, particularly at the caput coli and the sig-
moid flexure. Mustard plasters were applied, and active pur-
gatives, with benefit, but a continued vomiting came on, attended
with considerable lowness. Dr. Hutchinson was called in to visit
her with me. Injections of half a pint of beef-broth with half an
ounce of spirit of turpentine were administered every four hours ;
a common blister of cantharides was applied to the scrobiculus
cordis; plain gruel or other light nutriment was given, as most
likely to remain on the stomach. The vomiting still continued;
the turpentine injections occasioned much pain after they were
administered, and there was a very alarming increase of exhaus-
tion and sinking.

In this case it occurred to me that an emetic dose of ipecacuanha
was the most probable remedy to rally the sinking powers, and
with the concurrence of Dr. Hutchinson, I gave half a drachm,
and remained with her during its operation. A fuller vomiting
was produced than I could have expected, although it was small
in quantity, yet it occurred to me that the natural effort had long
been exerted in vain to accomplish what the ipecacuanha directly
effected-that of completely emptying the stomach. I remained
with my patient an hour, and left her somewhat better. After I
had gone she turned herself on her left side, and remained so still
for several hours as to alarm her husband, who sent for me
directly, fearing she was dying. I found her pulse much im-
proved ; she was still lying on her left side; the sickness had
abated. A little plain gruel was given, and a half pint injection,
with equal parts of milk and gruel, was administered every four
hours. A slight vomiting came on after this time, but did not
continue; her appetite improved so much that there was a diffi-
culty in restraining her from taking improper food, such as beef-
steak, &c. Her stomach was disordered twice during her recovery
from this cause, so as to require two emetics of ipecacuanha,
which were given with advantage. The patient fully recovered,
and is now in her usual health.

I was impressed in the above case, not only with the great value
of the ipecacuanha, but also with the benefit arising from the
glysters, in conveying nourishment to the system when in an
an&aelig;miated state, and when food could not be received or retained
in the stomach; indeed, I have often thought, from the great
absorbent power of the colon, that glysters might supersede the
necessity of transfusion, having this advantage - the perfect
safety and facility of the operation.
May 29th, 1845.

NOTES FROM PRIVATE PRACTICE.
By S. GOWER, Esq. Surgeon,

Late Medical Officer to the Holme and Wooldale Districts,
Huddersfield Poor-Law Union.

ON TIC DOLOUREUX.

NEURALGIA&mdash;nerve pain&mdash;is, as its name implies, "idiopathic;"
and, inasmuch as certain nerves, or sprigs, or portions of nerves,
constitute the seat of pain, " peripheral" also. Such is the
character of true tic doloureux, from whatever cause proceeding.
Dental tic, which the removal of carious teeth or stumps cures,
would more correctly he regarded as a diffused toothach, the
pain being sympathetic from irritation, and no nerve or portions
of nerves being in that state of confirmed cachexia which charac-
terizes idiopathic neuralgia. What is sometimes called rheumatic
tic wou;d be better called rheumatism. Tic doloureux may be
caused and accompanied by derangement of the digestive
organs ; but however originating, with whatever symptoms con-
comitant, it is an affection of the nerves sui yeizeri.s, sensory nerves
or filaments of nerves, having become the seat of "idiopathic"
disease. No complaint is idiopathic in any sense implying that
it is without origin or without stages of progress. Complaints
which come on secondarily in order of time, and which are effects
of a known cause, often become of primary importance as subjects
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of treatment. When orchitis occurs in the course of a severe Mr. M’Veagh thinks that it has not been sufficiently insisted
case ’Of gonorrhoea, it is at least, to all practical intents and pur- upon that the digestive organs should be rectified, and so forth.
poses, as truly idiopathic as if it proceeded from a blow or bruise, It really seems to me that this has been too much dwelt upon,
or came on spontaneously. It is true that we do not prescribe because it is precisely what does not require to be dwelt upon at
irrespectively of its cause or of attendant symptoms ; but in this all, it being an universally understood matter among medical
case we bear the cause in mind, expressly with the design of practitioners, that the state of these organs should in every dis-
desisting from all efforts to remove that cause until we have first ease be watched and regulated. Whatever local applications a
subdued the disease which is its effect. We sometimes have legally qualified, or, what is more to the purpose, a duly educated,
reason to fear that the remedies we may have employed in deal- practitioner recommends, it is to be taken for granted, whether it
ing with the cause have produced, or contributed to produce, the be so " nominated in the bond" or not, that he does not mean to
effect. recommend that what the old writers called the non-naturals

It is obviously unfair to tie a practitioner down to the treatment should be overlooked and left neglected. To take this for
of even a child’s cut finger, " without reference to the prim&oelig; granted is a matter of justice rather than of courtesy. This
vire." It is true that, owing, in some measure, to attention to the courtesy seems not to have been extended towards Mr. Chippen-
primce vi6e, the cut finger will heal by the first intention, or, if the dale by Dr. Allnatt ; and Mr. M’Veagh, in refraining from any
wound have proceeded to suppuration, healthy granulations will allusion to Mr. Chippendale’s paper, has expressed yet more
form ; but it was not derangement of the digestive organs that strongly than in words his indignation at the idea of extolling
cut the child’s finger; it was a knife, or some other edge-tool: any local application which may have been found casually useful
and in many cases of disease, the removal of a cause will be as in relieving the torments of this most horrid ailment. Yes, he
inoperative in the removal of its effect, as would be the removal allows that there have been local applications which have afforded
of the knife that cut the child’s finger by sending it in a brown- casual relief, but his indignation that they have afforded even
paper parcel to York by the railway, on the healing of the wound. casual relief is such that he has named none of them. What kind
It is frequently in vain, in medicine as well as in surgery, to of image of this complaint can Mr. M’Veagh have present to his
attempt to do any good by salving the weapon. In a case of mind, that he can regard with this indifference remedies which
pleuritis, or pneumonia, or acute bronchitis, consequent or sequent have even casually relieved its sufferings? How desirable in this
upon pertussis, we do not ring the changes upon the various complaint is the slightest mitigation of suffering! How valuable
known nostrums for the cure of hooping-cough, under pretext of would a remedy be which should mitigate suffering in only one
removing the cause, but devote our attention to the secondary patient in a score, although it should fail in the other nineteen to
disease, irrespectively of the primary complaint. do the least good! In penning an essay expressly on tic doloureux,
Any local injury or disease will be aggravated by a concomitant it was the bounden duty of Mr. M’Veagh to have named every

derangement of the stomach or other important organ; and in local application of the least pretensions to authenticity, which
relieving such organ, you in some degree relieve the whole sys- but professed to have, in some rare cases, relieved its agonies for
tem, the local affection itself commonly participating in such relief. only a short period. After a two months’ course of medicine, or
This is by no means always the case, however, in neuralgia. All a two months’ lapse of time, tic doloureux may yield to the force
the more important organs will act, as far as can be ascertained, of physio, or of the latter-named element; but, in the meanwhile,
healthily ; they may have been brought into this healthy state by is the poor patient to be debarred all intervals of ease?
the administration of suitable medicines. The patient will say, Does tic doloureux admit of relief from any known local
" I feel better in myself, but the pain is as bad as ever." Tne applications? This is a question which an appeal to facts will
reason of this is, that the disease is, as Dr. Allnatt expresses it, more satisfactorily answer than a course of reasoning.
"idiopathic and peripheral." It has become, like the monster put I have emp!oyed tobacco as a remedy for facial neuralgia, in
together and endued with vitality by Frankenstein, too mighty to the forms of tincture and infusion applied by way of liniment, for
control; the effect has superseded the cause, and exists inde- twenty years past, with great and almost undeserved success. I
pendently of the author of it. say undeserv d, not because I omitted all " reference to the
The main question is, not whether we are to treat this com- primse viae," a fault of which I cannot accuse myself, but because

plaint so unfair!y, so unlike all others, as to act " without refer- my mode of using it was most clumsy and unscientific compared
ence to the primm vise," as Dr. Allnatt obligingly suggests, nor with the mode advocated, and indeed invented, by my friend
yet whether it is caused by derangement of the digestive organs, Mr. Chippendale. Having found the tincture and infusion
but what it is, however caused, and whether we are to treat it useful, and to these I not unfrequently added tartrate of anti-
exclusively by the internal administration of alterative or other mony,-Icontinued to use them empirically, doubting whether the
medicines, or to attempt to relieve pain and subdue the disease by beneficial results were due to the stimulant or sedative properties
employing topical applications? Mr. M’Veagh and Dr. Allnatt of the application, or to both combined. The relief which epis-
would have us hold in utter contempt the idea of benefiting a pasties and sinapisms occasionally, though but rarely, afford, led
patient by local remedies; against all who place any faith in these, me erroneously to infer that the essential oil was essential to its
Mr. M’Veagh brings the most sweeping accusations of empiricism. success. But I might have done worse, for I might, like Mr.
For my own part, I have reasons, which I shall, in brief, adduce, M’Veagh, have rejected the use of this remedy altogether; instead
for considering Mr. M’Veagb’s suggestion of a six or eight or of which, I do not remember that I ever once failed to give much
more weeks’ course of physic, a far more flagrant piece of char- relief by it, and I do remember that in several cases I entirely
latanry than the recommendation of any local application for the and speedily cured the complaint. It is probable&mdash;an opinion
cure of the disease, whether advertised or otherwise. I know of which I have arrived at lately-that the essential oil rather retards
nothing which ought to be more guardedly recommended than a the efficacy of the application, by irritating the absorbents into a
long course of medicine. There are patients whose constitutions condition in which they act less freely on and with the nicotine.
are such, that by persisting to give them small doses of blue pill Mr. Chippendale has ascertained that it is to the sedative pro-
for two or three weeks, you would in their cases most assuredly perties of the plant that the power it possesses is exclusively
add the miseries of hypochondriasis to the pangs of neuralgia. I owing.
should be sorry to have to make the disgraceful confession that I Extractum nicotianse will cure neuralgia so that it shall not
had attended this. or any disease, " without reference to the return again, and this with once using. I but a few weeks ago
prim&oelig; vice;" but I do not believe that there is anything specific gave some of an aqueous solution of this extract to Mr. H---,
for the cure of it in salts and blue pill. On the contrary, I have (aged between 30 and 40,) who was on business at Hampstead,
found hyoscyamus, digitalis, morphia, with calomel or antimony, and who was then, and had been long suffering from tic
or both, at night, and oxide and sulphate of zinc two or three doloureux. His wife, whom I have since seen, informed me that
times a day, act more sensibly upon this disease than any other he had only occasion to rub it on his face once, which relieved
constitutional treatment of it, the prim&oelig; vi&oelig; being also kept him, and from that time he had no return of it; and likewise that
cleansed by an occasional black draught. I should speak of the three or four persons who were labouring under the same com-
foregoing succession of alteratives, tonics, and purgatives, as form- plaint, had also used it and experienced similar relief. I have
ing a model course of treatment in this complaint. But it is known it cure tooth-ach speedily with once rubbing on the face.
obvious, that no course of treatment, for any continuance, can be I recommend this as a local remedy to Dr. Allnatt and Mr.
rationally recommended otherwise than in the most guarded M’Veagh, certain that the success they will meet with will
terms. There may be a constitution naturally strumous to deal astonish them into acquiescence with my views of it.
with, or a constitution ruined by dissipation and excess, or other I may attempt to explain my views of this complaint, and the
causes, or sapped by previous disease; and however marked and modus operandi of this remedy upon it, another time. It is desirable
definite may be any disease, no man can be long in practice with- that those who depend upon blue pill and salts only, should become
out observing how widely patients vary. It is this which renders aware of the value of this and other remedies which they despise,
it so difficult to prescribe any undeviating course of medicinal because they have most blameably left them untried. I have used
treatment. the emp. belladonnoe with marked success repeatedly. There are
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two local applications which are said to be efficacious, both ir:

neuralgia and common rheumatism,-tincture of aconite, and a
solution of veratria in camphorated spirits of wine. I hope soon
to see tobacco in the yet more elegant and more easily accessible
form of a solution of nicotine.

Hampstead, Apnl 14th, 1845.

REVIEWS.

Outlines of Chemistry. Part 2. Orgunic Chemistry. By Wii,
LIAM GREGORY, M.D., Professor of Chemistry in the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh. With Engravings on Wood. 12mo.

pp. viii. 588.

WE spoke of the former part of this work-namely, that on inor-
ganic chemistry, as being in advance of all other English sys-
tematic works on the subject; the same commendation is even
more applicable to the present. The recent progress of organic
Chemistry has been astonishingly rapid; almost every monthly
journal from France or Germany brings some discovery : a little,
too, is beginning to be done at home, and we may not unreason-
ably look to have, ere long, the keystone hewn out, which will
enable some great mind to construct an harmonious and simple
theory, and arrange into system, the multitudinous and scattered
facts. In the meantime, a lucid and yet condensed collection of
ascertained facts, under such less general principles as have

already been established, or rendered probable, will be found in
the book before us. The style and logical arrangement of the
author are too well known to require comment, and the modest
pretensions of his preface, in which Dr. Gregory represents this
volume as an introduction to the lectures of Liebig, published in
THE LANCET, by no means expresses all its merits.
The following passage will show our readers how much the

work is in advance of all other manuals, and further supply a
lucid and intelligible introduction to a rapidly developing
department of organic chemistry, in which the French and Ger-
man chemists are now most actively engaged:-
" THEORY OF CHE:lIlCAL TYPES&mdash;DOCTRINE OF SUBSTITUTION.

The original and ingenious researches of Laurent have led to
the adoption of what is called the Theory of Types and the Law
or Doctrine of Substitution, which have been supported, and in
a great measure estab ished, by Dumas and other distinguished
experimenters of the French school. The views of Laurent and
of Dumas were, for a time, vehemently opposed by some che-
mists, especially by Berzelius and Liebig; but although they
have in some points been modified and restricted, the progress of
discovery has gradually led to their general reception, so that re-
cently some of the most striking illustrat’ons and proofs of the
law of substitution have been discovered by Dr. Hoffman, assist-
ant to Professor Liebig, and working under his eye.
ti As the subject, therefore, is no longer purely controversial, it
would be wrong to omit it from an elementary work, more espe-
cially as the doctrine has now taken such a form as to facilitate
very much the study of organic compounds and of their meta-
morphoses.

It is not easy to define a chemical type, but in inorganic che-
mistry we may say, for example, that hydrochloric acid, H Cl,
is the type of a very numerous class of acids, the character of
which is, that they contain hydrogen united to a salt radical.

If for chlorine we substitute iodine, bromine, &c., or even

cyanogen, the type remains unchanged, the compound is still an
acid, analogous to that which was selected as the type.

Again, common salt, Na Cl, is the type of a very large series
of salts, in which a metal is united with a salt radical; and if we
substitute potassium, lead, or stiver, for the sodium, the type is
unaltered; we obtain a different salt, but still a salt of the type
represented by Na Cl.

Here, then, we have the simplest types and the most obvious
- cases of substitution ; when iodine or cyanogen is substituted for
chlorine in the acid type; or when potassium, lead, or silver. is
substituted for sodium in the salt type ; in both cases without the
loss of the type.

Nay, in the salt type, represented by Na Cl, we may not only
replace sodium by other metals, but we may also substitute
iodine, bromine, &c., or cyanogen for the chlorine, and still the
type will remain unchanged. Iodide of sodium, Na I, bromide

of magnesium, Mg Br., and cyanide of silver, Ag C), are all as

good examples of the salt t3 pe represented by Na Cl, as common
salt itself is.

It has been proposed, with great propriety, by Baudrimont,
to employ certain Greek characters as symbols in representing
the fornrulae of extensive types or of types in general. I shall,
therefore, express the above salt type by the formula &Dgr; X, in
which A stands for any metal or body acting as a metal, and X
for chlorine or any other radical of analogous power, such as
cyanogen. As hydrogen appears to stand alone in the power of
forming acids with bodies of the type X. the acid type above
alluded to becomes, in its most general form, H X.

But while it is very easy to understand the extensive substitu-
tions which may be effected in the case of both elements of the
type A X, yet we observe that in these substitutions the electrical
character ot the elements is retained; and that as A is the posi-
tive, and X is the negative element, so they are only replaced,
A by positive and X by negative elements respectively.
So far as inorganic chemistry is concerned, the study of types

would serve generally to confirm and establish the electro-che-
mical theory. At all events, we are not as yet acquainted with
many exceptions to it; we do not usually find oxygen or chlo-
rine occupying the place 01 A in a compound, or a metal playing
the part of X. Even in inorganic chemistry, however, there are
some examples of such Interchanges. Manganese in manganic
acid, Mn Og, and chromium in chromic acid, Cr Og, obviously
represent the sulphur in sulphuric acrd; and the manganese in
h) permanganic acid, Mn2 0,, represents the chlorine in per-
chloric acid, CI 0,; while, in its other compounds, manganese
acts as a metal.
But the researches of Laurent and Dumas have shown that in

organic chemistry the substitution of one element for another,
even where the type is retained, is not limited by the electrical
character of the elements. Thus, in acetic acid, H O. C4 H3 O3,
the 3 eq. of hydrogen in the anhydrous acid may be re, laced by
chlorine, giving rise to the compound H 0, C4 Cl3 03, in which
the type is so little affected that this substance, chloracetic acid,
has properties highly anatogous to those of acetic acid. Here it
is evident that the chlorine performs the same function as the
hydrogen which it replaces did, and not, as in hydrochloric acid,
an opposite function.

Again, in aldehyde. (C4 Hs.) 0 + HO. the 3 eq. of hydrogen
in the radical C4 Hs, may be replaced by 3 eq. of chlorine, and
we then have chloral, (C4 CIs,) 0 + H 0, a body of the same
type as aldehyde.
Such cases of substitution of chlorine (iodine, bromine, &c.)

for hydrogen, and even of oxygen for hydrogen, without change
of type, are very frequent ; and it is this kind of substitution,
so adverse to the electro-chemical theory, which is included
in the theorv of substitutions of Laurent. Those more usual
substitutions, where one body is replact d by another of similar
electric character, may be viewed as so many examples of the
doctrine of equivalents, the replacing body being equivalent
to that for which it is substituted, on the electro-chemical
theory.

Adopting, then, the views of Laurent, we are compelled to
admit that the electro-chemical theory fails when applied to cases
of substitucion of chlorine for hydrogen, &c., where the type
remains unaltered. This is clearly the case ill acetic and chlo-
racetic acids ; and Hoffman has recently shown that in certain
basic organic compounds, hydrogen may be replaced hy chlorine,
while the new compound retains the basic type and characters.
Aldehyde and chloral furnish an example of the same, in a body
neither acid nor basic.

Here, then. is a fact of very general occurrence, which not only
proves that the electro-chemical theory of combination is inap-
plicable, at all events in many cases, but also tends to establish
a very different view-namely, that the electric character of an
element is no permanent or essential property ; and that the type
or character, or general properties of a compound, depend, not
on the nature, but solely on the arrangrment, of its elementary
atoms, on the way in which they are grouped to form the com-
pound molecule.
The reader will remember that, in the section on Isomorphism,

the principle was laid down that the crystalline form of certain
types of salts, such as the alum type, as well as many other pro-
perties of the compounds having those types, were the result of
the similar grouping of analogous elements. We now see that,
according to the law of substitution, as deduced from numerous
careful observations, similarity of properties, or identity of type,
are the result of similarity of grouping, even of elements not ana-
logous, nay, of elements electrically opposed to each other. It i$
evident, therefore, that the arrangement of the elementary mole-
cules to form the compound molecule is the circumstance on which


